Visual evoked potentials related to motion-onset are modulated by attention.
The effects of attention on visual evoked potentials triggered by motion-onset were examined in four experiments. A set of randomly oriented bars was used as stimuli. The first experiment showed that responses to motion-onset following pattern-onset by less than 300 ms were suppressed. In the other three experiments, the amplitude of N170 was reduced when attention was drawn away from the moving elements and towards spatially interspersed bars that remained static. The superposition of the two sets made spatial selection unlikely. These results support the existence of an attentional 'motion filter' (separating stationary from moving elements) that can operate at early stages of visual processing.